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former President Ronald Reagan; former 
Governor of California George Deukmejian; 
Attorney General Dick Thornburgh; Sen-
ators John Seymour and Alan Cranston; 
Representatives William E. Dannemeyer and 
Tom Campbell; California State Assembly 

Speaker Willie Brown, Jr.; Bruce 
Herschensohn, Republican senatorial pri-
mary candidate in California; and Gen. H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, commander of the 
U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Constraints on Trade 
With China 
June 16, 1991 

The President has implemented his deci-
sion announced on May 27, 1991, to impose 
constraints on high technology trade with 
the People’s Republic of China as a result 
of actions by entities in the P.R.C. to trans-
fer missile technology to other countries. 
The President decided that the significant 
risks to U.S. security interests posed by 
these missile transfers require the imposi-

tion of limits on the sale of high perform-
ance computers. In addition, the President 
will not waive sanctions that prohibit the 
transfer of U.S. technology for satellites 
launched on Chinese rockets. Finally, we 
are taking steps to impose sanctions on cer-
tain firms in the P.R.C. that have contrib-
uted to missile proliferation. 

Appointment of Clayton S. Fong as Deputy Director of the Office 
of Consumer Affairs 
June 16, 1991 

The President today announced his inten-
tion to appoint Clayton S. Fong, of Cali-
fornia, to be Deputy Director of the Office 
of Consumer Affairs at the Department of 
Health and Human Services. He would suc-
ceed Edward Barth Cohen. The Office of 
Consumer Affairs serves as the principal 
adviser to the President on consumer issues. 

Since 1989 Mr. Fong has served as Dep-
uty Associate Director of Presidential Per-
sonnel at the White House in Washington, 

DC. Prior to this Mr. Fong served in the 
office of Governor Deukmejian of Cali-
fornia as the deputy appointments sec-
retary, 1987–1989, and as community liai-
son, 1984–1987. 

Mr. Fong graduated from the University 
of California, Berkeley (B.A., 1982). He was 
born May 18, 1959, in San Francisco, CA. 
Mr. Fong is married and resides in Silver 
Spring, MD. 

Remarks to the Asian-Pacific Community in Fountain Valley, 
California 
June 16, 1991 

Thank you all very, very much. Senator 
Seymour, first of all, thank you, sir. Senator 

Seymour, a brand-new Senator doing a first- 
class job for California and for the United 
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States. I had the pleasure to support him, 
endorse him, and I’m glad to be introduced 
by him. 

And let me single out other Members 
of Congress: Dana Rohrabacher is here with 
me. All of you know him, and you should 
if you don’t. Bob Dornan, my steadfast sup-
porter, and Congressman Cox, Chris Cox. 
And Congressman Mineta with us here 
today. This is a nonpartisan, bipartisan 
group, and I’m delighted to see him with 
us. Congressman Dreier I didn’t see. Dave 
didn’t make it, darn it; don’t hold it against 
him. [Laughter] Congressman 
Faleomavaega. 

Elaine Chao, our Deputy Secretary of 
Transportation back here. And to the oth-
ers: Mr. Kwan, Miss Porntip, Elizabeth 
Szu—what a job she’s done on this mar-
velous day. Inder Singh, another leader of 
all of this. Ky Ngo; Johnny Tsu, my old 
friend from San Francisco; and most of all, 
my fellow Americans. I’m proud to be with 
you on this very special day. 

It’s wonderful to be here. I just toured 
some cultural exhibits. I hope all of you 
will have a chance to see them. And I’ve 
seen some that were fascinating, and I also 
have heard that the performers did a superb 
job. I’m sorry I didn’t get to do that. 

I’m also glad to be with you on Father’s 
Day. I don’t know about your kids, but I 
know about mine, and they guided me 
through life by using those three magic 
words: ‘‘Ask your mother.’’ [Laughter] Let 
me also say, as someone who just had a 
birthday, it’s a pleasure to be with people 
whose cultures revere old age. But I don’t 
feel old. This great turnout—Elizabeth says 
60,000 people—make me feel like a spring 
colt, young indeed. And I’m proud to be 
with you all. 

And I am proud to have had the chance 
to salute the various groups who form the 
Asian-Pacific-American community. This 
community combines groups diverse in 
name but united by ideals: discipline, self- 
sacrifice, belief in hard work, and most fun-
damentally, devotion to freedom. These 
ideals brought your grandparents and par-
ents, and also some of you, many of you, 
to this country. These ideals have always 
uplifted the United States of America. 

You know, for more than 200 years, this 

nation has built free markets and protected 
free people. There is no question: Oppor-
tunity in America is the envy of the world. 
You came in search of opportunity, and 
you’re finding it. You came to build a better 
America, and you are building it in a myriad 
of thousands of ways. You’ve enhanced our 
schools, our professions, our small and large 
businesses. For America’s Asian-Pacific 
community, growth is not a code word; it’s 
a watchword that helped the entire Amer-
ican community. And I congratulate you for 
that contribution to the greatest country on 
the face of the Earth. 

As Senator Seymour just told us, Asian- 
Americans have made the American dream 
a reality. According to the latest National 
Assessment of Educational Progress, Asian- 
Americans are excelling where we need to 
excel, in subjects such as math. Your great-
est contributions, I’m convinced, lie ahead. 
The Asian-Pacific community has increased 
in size over the last decade, more than any 
other ethnic group. I look forward to more 
pioneers like Henry Tang, physicist Leo 
Esaki. They know how merit and oppor-
tunity beget growth and opportunity and 
brotherhood. 

You know, we also must understand, 
though, that growth abroad can help the 
United States. We can find a perfect exam-
ple in East Asia, a dynamic region that will 
spur America’s growth. I think you all know 
this, but a lot of Americans don’t: Already, 
our transpacific trade has surpassed our 
transatlantic trade. In 1990, we exported 
more to Singapore than we did to Spain 
or Italy, to Malaysia more than to the Soviet 
Union, to Indonesia more than to all of 
Central Europe. This is what you all are 
doing, and this is what we believe in. The 
FAA estimates that by 1993, traffic on Pa-
cific routes will surpass the Atlantic on a 
passenger-mile basis. Consider, too, that 
more than 1,000 U.S. companies have in-
vested over $4 billion in the People’s Re-
public of China and that China buys about 
$5 billion of American products from com-
puters to cotton. You take away these ex-
ports, and you take American jobs. 

So, let me just say a word about that. I 
acted 3 weeks ago to expand this growth by 
asking Congress to renew for another year 
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China’s most-favored-nation status. I knew 
that ending MFN would increase the cost 
of Chinese imports. It would hurt Hong 
Kong, a bastion of freedom and free trade, 
as well as investors in south China’s export 
industries—south China, the center of Chi-
na’s prodemocracy movement now. I know 
many of you have families and visited your 
families—the students, some of whom I’ve 
just met with, maybe some of whom I just 
see. You brought with you your American 
ideas: democracy, human rights, free enter-
prise. We should not cut off this flow of 
hope, of goods, of ideas and ideals because, 
you see, these nourish the desire for free-
dom. Our policy relies on an obvious fact: 
To influence China, one simply cannot iso-
late China. And I do not want to be the 
President to isolate China. I want to be 
the President to facilitate change for human 
rights in China. 

Let me give you one reminder of this, 
and I’ll get on to another—I want to talk 
about these guys. You guys wait; I’m going 
to get to you because I agree with you. 
And when I ask you to hold that sign up, 
please do it. Now let me finish this one 
point here. 

I have another example. In December 
of 1989, over strong objections from many 
in the Congress, I vetoed the so-called 
Pelosi bill. I don’t mistrust her intentions, 
but she was wrong—unnecessary legisla-
tion. If that bill had become law, I am con-
vinced in my mind that Beijing would have 
used it as a pretext to stop permitting Chi-
nese young people to study in the United 
States. Instead, I extended even greater 
protections than provided for in the Pelosi 
bill, first through a Presidential memo-
randum, then through a far-reaching Execu-
tive order. And you know, in the last year 
alone, we issued 11,500 visas to Chinese 
students and scholars to study in the United 
States. That would have been 11,500 oppor-
tunities lost if we had turned our back on 
China. 

And I might say, I met with some of 
the student leaders, the real student leaders, 
just a minute ago—Chinese people studying 
in the United States, four of them having 
stood in Tiananmen Square. And these signs 
say it: Renew MFN for China without con-
dition because we want to be able to effect 
change for human rights in China. 

So, we’ll be continuing to urge China to 
reform internally and to rejoin the commu-
nity of nations. We can’t be sure of success, 
but we can be sure that without American 
dialog, without your commitment to free-
dom being understood in China, the move-
ment for reform in China would be set 
back. And I don’t want to be here as Presi-
dent when we set back the chance for 
human rights in any country. 

Now, here’s my signs back here. Get 
them up high so the press can see them. 
Where’s the one with ‘‘SADDAM’’? Where 
is it? Well, I don’t see it. But let me tell 
you, they are right. They are absolutely cor-
rect. We will not remove sanctions from 
Iraq as long as the brutal Saddam Hussein 
remains in power. 

And I might say peripherally how proud 
I am. I was in there a minute ago, and 
an Asian lieutenant, an Asian-American 
lieutenant in the Air Force, came up to 
me, and she said, ‘‘Thank you for Desert 
Storm.’’ And I turned to her and I said, 
‘‘Don’t thank me, you thank your colleagues 
in the Air Force, the Army, the Navy, the 
Coast Guard, and the Marines that made 
our country proud again.’’ 

So, you guys are right. And we’ll do every-
thing we can to see that we have a reasoned 
administration there with whom we can deal 
with respect, integrity, and honor. But it 
isn’t going to be there as long as it’s the 
brutalization of the Kurds in the north, the 
Shiites in the south, and as long as there’s 
this environmental degradation that Sad-
dam has wreaked upon the entire world. 
So, we were right in kicking him out of 
Kuwait. 

And let me say another point—human 
rights; you got it. Let me make another 
point. We’ve got to brush away arbitrary 
discrimination. And if that means fighting 
quotas that harm talented Americans like 
the thousands of Asian students in our uni-
versities, then we’re going to fight all the 
way. You know the awful tolls: Quotas pe-
nalize achievers. They slam shut oppor-
tunity’s door. Here in California, in this 
great, largest State, and across the Nation, 
we have seen the conflicts that quotas can 
incite, and we have come to appreciate 
more than ever before the importance of 
excellence and opportunity. 
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You know, our administration does be-
lieve in affirmative action, in offering a 
hand, in opening the door of opportunity. 
But we don’t believe in an America by the 
numbers. We do not believe in discrimi-
nating by quotas or by the numbers. 

And very candidly, and I hope this doesn’t 
sound egotistical, but I take pride in the 
fact that we have a good record on civil 
rights. We’ve nurtured equality of oppor-
tunity and equality under the law. We’ve 
promoted a civil rights bill that would 
strengthen our laws against discrimination, 
and we’ve tried to build a spirit of coopera-
tion, not litigation. 

I’ve put forward a major piece of civil 
rights legislation to fight against discrimina-
tion in the workplace. Congress should pass 
my bill. Let me be clear: I will not sign 
any civil rights bill that allows quotas, di-
rectly or indirectly, explicitly or implicitly. 

And if I might just say a word—take a 
word of pride in what our administration 
has done. We’ve practiced the kind of af-
firmative action I’m talking about. I’m 
proud to have named more Asian-Pacific- 
Americans to top management and advisory 
roles than any President in history. And I’m 
going to keep on finding good men and 
women from the Asian community to serve 
this great country. This may be hard for 
some of you to understand—successful in 
business, leaders and students—but I was 
the first to appoint a Government agency 
head, Pat Saiki—Pat Saiki leading now the 
SBA. The first as a Deputy Secretary of 
a Cabinet Department, the second highest 
level, right there next to the Secretary— 
and of course, you know her, Elaine Chao, 
in whom I take such great pride once again. 
The first as an Ambassador—I found this 
hard to believe, but the first, Ambassador 
Julia Chang Bloch. And of course, I can’t 
tell you how proud I am to have at my 
side a guy that many of you know, Sichan 
Siv, who’s working in the White House. 
What a job he’s done for us. 

You know why they were picked? They 
weren’t picked because they were Asian- 
Americans; they were picked because they 
were the best men and women for the job. 
And that’s the American way. 

I mentioned the ideals that enrich the 
Asian-Pacific community. Let me close with 

a passage from a Chinese author, Lin 
Yutang. ‘‘Today,’’ he said, ‘‘some are afraid 
of simple words like goodness and mercy 
and kindness. They don’t believe in the 
good old words because they don’t believe 
in the good old values.’’ 

Well, Asian-Pacific-Americans have al-
ways believed in these good old-fashioned 
values—mercy, goodness, kindness, and I 
would add family, the strength of the Amer-
ican family. Asian-Pacific-Americans have 
always believed in these values—respect for 
dignity, yes, belief in family, hard work, free 
enterprise, belief in ideals and causes larger 
than ourselves. 

So, I wanted to say I am very proud to 
have been here today. I see the signs from 
the various countries, and thank heavens, 
I’ve been enriched by being in almost every 
one of them. I think of the tragedies in 
Bangladesh, and then I think of our heli-
copter pilots that went in on their way 
home, gave up coming home to save lives 
there. I think of Iraq and what our young 
men and women did. And yes, I think of 
those who lost their lives in Iraq. And it 
would never have happened if the brutality 
of Saddam Hussein hadn’t overcome reason 
and rationality. I think of Cambodia and 
India and Pakistan. And I think of all of 
these—and Vietnam—you are right, you are 
right, Vietnam—look at what the contribu-
tion Vietnamese have made to our great 
country. And we’re never going to forget 
that Vietnam is not free and democratic, 
as some of our critics would have you be-
lieve. 

So, I know I’m going to get in trouble 
for forgetting them—Iran, Iran. I want to 
see a free Iran full of human rights, where 
we can have better relations again. And 
thank God, relations are getting a little bet-
ter, but I want to see them good, the way 
you people want them right here. 

Now, thank you all—hey, listen, I’m going 
to get in trouble. [Laughter] But I came 
out here, Barbara and I did, to say thank 
you for the contribution to this great coun-
try, thank you for what you are doing. And 
I look forward to working with each and 
every one of the 60,000 of you to make 
things better for our great country, America, 
and for the countries from which you came. 
Many thanks. And may God bless you 
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all. But most of all, may God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you very 
much. Thank you. 

Note: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. at 
Mile Square Park. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Senator John Seymour; Representa-
tives Dana Rohrabacher, Robert K. Dornan, 
C. Christopher Cox, Norman Y. Mineta, 
David Dreier, and Nancy Pelosi; Delegate 
to Congress Eni F.H. Faleomavaega; Deputy 
Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao; 
Frank Kwan, a producer for television sta-

tion KNBC; Porntip Narkhirunkanok, 1989 
Miss Universe; Elizabeth Szu, Inder Singh, 
and Ky Ngo, coordinators for the event; John 
Tsu, senior adviser for the event; Henry 
Tang, an education and sports leader in the 
community; Leo Esaki, 1973 Nobel Prize 
winner for physics; President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq; Patricia F. Saiki, Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration; Julia 
Chang Bloch, U.S. Ambassador to Nepal; 
and Sichan Siv, Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Public Liaison. 

Remarks at the Simon Wiesenthal Center Dinner in Los Angeles, 
California 
June 16, 1991 

Thank you all very much. Let me first 
thank my dear friend, Jerry Weintraub, for 
that generous introduction. And thanks to 
Wilson Phillips for the anthem so beau-
tifully done. My thanks to Tony Danza for 
being here. [Laughter] Had to go out and 
get a haircut so we would recognize him. 
[Laughter] But what a good man he is. 

And Barbara and I are just delighted to 
be here tonight. We wanted to specially 
be here to salute our—yours and our— 
guest of honor. As you may know, Arnold— 
Arnold Schwarzenegger—spent a day with 
us up at Camp David, and competing with 
Barbara in tobogganing, she broke her leg. 
[Laughter] Then, Arnold spent a day with 
us at the White House promoting fitness, 
and I ended up in the hospital with arterial 
fibrillation, or something like that. [Laugh-
ter] You’ll never eat lunch in my town again, 
Arnold. [Laughter] But I’m delighted to see 
you. Come to think of it, you could be 
my special emissary to Congress. [Laughter] 
Talk about ‘‘The Terminator.’’ 

Honestly, though, this guy is a wonderful 
choice, wonderful choice, for your National 
Leadership Award. He embodies the good, 
essential values of this world, values like 
caring and fairness and faith. He’s simply 
a decent, nice human being. And congratu-
lations, my friend. And thank you for hon-
oring this wonderful American. 

I also want to pay a special tribute to 
Gayle Wilson. Sorry Pete couldn’t be with 
us tonight; he’s up wrestling with the budg-
et problems. And to Senator John Seymour, 
our wonderful new Senator in the United 
States Senate; to David Dreier, who’s with 
us tonight—down here—a fine Member of 
the United States Congress. I’m told Mayor 
Bradley was to be here. I haven’t seen him. 
But anyway, I wanted to salute him. We’re 
in his city and delighted to be here. Is he 
there? Well, Tom, I can’t see you, but nice 
to see you. 

And all the friends of Simon Wiesenthal 
Center who are here tonight. The Counsel 
General of Israel is with us, Ron Ronen. 
And it’s a particular pleasure to see our 
friend, the Bushes’ friend, Rabbi Hier, 
again. Thank you, sir, for that honor, that 
beautiful cup. And let me just say that your 
vision, your conscience, and commitment 
set a challenge for us all. I will cherish 
this sacred gift of this Cup of Elijah. To 
you, ‘‘I lift up the cup of redemption in 
thanks and gratitude.’’ 

Let me say that I’ve heard that at Seder 
this Cup of Elijah is filled, as he just said, 
with wine and with the promise of redemp-
tion. I know the verse that says Elijah ‘‘shall 
turn the heart of the parents to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their par-
ents.’’ I really hope that this symbolic 
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